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Coolie Dabour in Reunion. 


THE following correspondence, relating to a rumoured reintroduction of 
coolies from India into Réunion, has passed between the ANTI-SLAVERY 
Society and the Marouis oF Satispury, K.G. (Vide Zzmes, 23rd Nov.) :— 


“‘ BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOcIETY, 55, New Broad Street, London, E.C. 
“* November 10th, 1887. 
“To the Right Honourable the Marquis or Satisspury, K.G., &c., Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

“ My Lorp,—Reports having reached the ANTI-SLAVERY Society that the question 
of reintroducing coolie labour from India into the island of Réunion has been raised 
by the French Government, I am desired by the Committee to call the attention of 
your lordship to the abuses which existed under the former system of coolie labour in 
that island, and against which it seems difficult, if not impossible, to obtain any secure 
guarantee in a foreign colony. 

“I may be permitted to lay before your lordship what the Society has always. 
considered are the true principles which should govern a system of immigration, 
especially into countries where Slavery has formerly existed. These principles are :— 

“« That immigration is properly the object of Government supervision, but not of 
Government assistance in any pecuniary sense. 

“«That contracts for labour be only recognised, or enforced, which are made by 
the labourer with a full knowledge of the work to be done, and in the country where 
such labour has to be performed. 

“*That where such immigration is permitted, something like an equality in the 
respective numbers of both sexes be maintained.’ 

“In former immigrations into Réunion from India the contract has invariably 
been made in India; and we have no statistics showing that the relative proportion 
between the sexes was ever maintained. The obstacles always thrown in the way of 
personal investigation of the condition of the coolies on the plantations by a duly 
authorised English official have always appeared to the Committee to form an 
insuperable objection to the introduction of British subjects as labourers in French 
plantations. 

“The Committee have heard, incidentally, that the report presented by 
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Sir FREDERICK GOLDSMID some few years ago (which report was, unfortunately, never 
published) revealed a deplorable condition of the coolie population of Réunion. 
Unless guarantees of a kind hitherto steadfastly refused by the French Government 
are obtained and rigorously enforced, the Committee fear that a reintroduction of 
contract labour from India would result in a similar distress to the immigrants ; and 
they would earnestly call upon your lordship to refuse to allow a system of immigration 
to be renewed which has always been attended with such disastrous results. 
‘“‘T have the honour to be, your lordship’s faithful servant, 
“CHARLES H. ALLEN, Secretary.” 


“ FOREIGN OFFICE, November 21st, 1887. 

“ Str,—I am directed by the Margulis oF SALisBury to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 10th inst., protesting against the introduction of coolie labour into 
the island of Réunion, and I am to acquaint you that his lordship has caused this 
communication to be referred to the India Office, as all decisions upon that subject 
rest exclusively with the Indian Government.—I am, sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, “T. V. LISTER.” 

“ The Secretary, ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.” 


Upon this correspondence Zhe Echo of the 23rd November had the 
following leader :— 

A TIMELY PROTEST. 

THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY have entered a timely protest against the reintro- 
duction of coolies from India into the French island of Réunion. In the course of his 
communication, Mr. ALLEN lays before Lorp SaLispury what the Society consider to 
be the true principles which shall govern a system of emigration, especially into 
countries where Slavery has formally existed. If these principles were acted upon, if 
Colonial Legislatures gave no pecuniary assistance, and contracts for labour were 
invalid which are made with labourers ignorant of the country to which they are 
going, coolie immigration to our own sugar colonies would cease. The ANTI-SLAVERY 
Society hold that it should cease, but admit that the objections to such immigration 
are very much greater in the case of a foreign colony than in one of our own. 
Thanks largely to the action of the Anti-SLAVERY SOCIETY, coolies in colonies like 
Trinidad, British Guiana, Mauritius, are looked after by a powerful department 
specially created to protect them, but there can be no such protection in the French 
Colonies. The position of an indentured immigrant in a French Colony is but little 
better than that of a Slave, and if he appeals to the courts he gets no redress. 
Attempts on the part of the Government of India to persuade the French Government 
to allow British officers to look after the interests of coolies working under French 
jurisdiction have not been successful, and immigration to Réunion was stopped by the 
Government of India some years ago for this reason. No guarantee could be given of 
good treatment, and this objection has lost none of its force since then. Under these 
circumstances we cannot doubt that the Government of India will decline to permit 
a renewal of this immigration ; but the AnTI-SLAvERY Society has done well to draw 
the attention of the Home Government to the matter before it is finally disposed of in 
India. 


The Leeds Mercury of the 26th November thus comments upon the 


memorial of the ANTI-SLAVERY SocIETy :— 
The remonstrance which the Committee of the BririsH AND ForEIGN ANTI- 
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SLAVERY Society has addressed to the Marquis oF Satispury against the reintro- 
duction of Indian coolies into the French colony of Réunion, will have the cordial 
support of the English public. The experience gained during the time when this kind 
of labour was first organised in the island was conclusive as to its mischievous 
character. The refusal of the French Government to allow of any Consular or other 
British supervision was followed by the growth of abuses, which ultimately culminated 
in horrors that compelled the abandonment of the system. It was simply Slavery in 
one of its worst forms under another name, and the Indian Government was obliged 
to withdraw its sanction from the contracts entered into in India. Notwithstanding 
this, there is a rumour, which it is feared is only too well-founded, that an under- 
standing has been come to for the revival of “the immigration.” The Committee of 
the BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY has acted wisely in promptly 
directing attention to the matter, and in addressing a formal protest to Her Majesty’s 
Government on the subject. It is to be regretted that any attempt should be made to 
revive the traffic, and it is to be hoped that Her Majesty’s Government will advise the 
Government of India against sanctioning the completion of contracts for coolie labour 
within the territories of the Empire. The answer of Lorp Sa.ispury, that the letter 
of the Committee of the ANTI-SLAVERY SociETy has been referred to the Indian 
Government, is not altogether satisfactory. The responsibility of the Queen’s 
Government cannot be got rid of by handing over the question to the Government of 
India. The proposed revival of the traffic affects the honour of England as well as 
that of India; and we trust the Committee of the Anti-SLAVERY SoclEeTy will be 
energetically supported in the course it has taken. We cannot directly control the 
action of France in this matter, but we can materially, if not altogether, check the 
renewal of the traffic in Indian coolies, by refusing to sanction the completion of 
contracts for such labour in India. 


THE LATE GENERAL GORDON ON COOLIE IMMIGRATION 
INTO FRENCH COLONIES. 


THE following extract of a letter sent by the late GENERAL GORDON to the 
Secretary of the ANTI-SLAVERY SoclEry, unmistakably supports the views 
now taken by that Society to oppose the reintroduction of Indian coolies into 
Réunion, and no higher authority could be quoted :— 
QUARANTINE, Mauritius, 174 October, 1881. 

My pEAR Mr. ALLEN,—I am just back from Seychelles—a nice place. The 
.\fricans there are very well treated. On the 6th October, 1881, while there, a French 
barque, 330 tons, with 390 coolies, bound from Réunion to Pondicherry, and eight days 
out from the former, put into Seychelles, making fifteen inches per hour. Two-thirds 
of the coolies were British subjects. The vessel is not likely ever to leave the port 
again. The doctor on board /rances—the name of vessel—says three men died of old 
age during those eight days. As I was passing Réunion, I wrote and warned 
—. He replied that he would at once make the French Government of 
Réunion send another vessel to take the coolies in. Healso said that when the coolies 
embarked, he received a paper from French Government officers, declaring that the 
vessel was surveyed, and found in a good state. The fact is, we ought to stop the 
immigration into Réunion. It can never work, and one hears that the coolies go back 


penniless, 
Believe me, yours sincerely, 


C. G. GORDON. 
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LETTER FROM THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR. 


As we go to press, we receive a letter from the FRENCH AMBASSADOR in 
England, a translation of which we annex in full, and express our acknow- 
ledgments for the prompt manner in which His EXxceELiLEncy has put us in 
possession of a Report presented to the President of the French Republic 
by the Ministére de la Marine et des Colonies, and followed by a ‘“ Decree 
Regulating the Immigration of Labour into French Colonies.” This docu- 
ment, containing forty closely printed pages, is, of course, too long to be 
published in the columns of the Reporter, and we have, at present, only been 
able to glance at a few of the principal articles contained therein. We must, 
therefore, confine ourselves to giving our readers a translation of the Report 
only, which we are sorry to see states the impossibility of a Consular inspection 
of the properties on which the labourer is to be engaged. Many of the minor 
clauses appear to be much more favourable to the labourers than before, but 
until the condition of British subjects is allowed to be under the direct 
supervision of Her Majesty’s representative and his officers, our objection to 
the re-introduction of coolie labour into Réunion, or any other foreign colony,. 
remains the same. We have already addressed the Indian Government upon. 
this subject. 


AMBASSADE DE FRANCE A LONDRES, 
12th December, 1887. 


S1r,—The attention of my Government has been called to the letter which you have: 
recently addressed to the FoREIGN OFFICE in the name of the BririsH AND FOREIGN 
AnTI-SLAVERY Society relative to the renewal of Indian immigration into Réunion, 
which letter has appeared in the newspapers.* 

A decree having been issued on the 27th August last, by M. rHe PRESIDENT OF 
THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, to control afresh the immigration of free labourers into our 
colonies, I take this opportunity of addressing to you two copies of the Report on 
this subject which was printed in the Journal Officiel F'rangais, and of the Decree 
above noted. I have pleasure in thinking that, being more fully informed by the 
reading of this document of the conditions made with the Coolies who come into our 
Colony, your Society, whose aim is eminently philanthrapic, will no longer endeavour 
to influence the decisions of the Indian Government in the sense of continuing the 
prohibition which now actually prevents the recruiting of Hindoo labourers for our 
possessions in South America and in the Indian Ocean. 


Accept, Sir, the assurance, &c., 
To Mons. C. H. ALLEN, (Signed) WADDINGTON. 
SECRETARY OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


(TRANSLATION.) 
REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC. 


27th August, 1887. 
MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT,—In 1882, on account of complaints made by the English 
Consul at Réunion as to the manner in which Indians were treated, the Government 





*This letter appeared in Zhe Zimes on the 23rd November, 1887. 
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of India suspended the recruiting of immigrants for this Colony, and declared, after 
long negotiations, that it would only remove this interdict upon the following 
conditions, viz.: 
(1). The expenses of Immigration are to be inscribed amongst compulsory 
expenses. 
(2). Contracts of re-engagement are not to be made before the expiry of the first 
Contract, and they must be subject to the ratification or vis¢ of the English 
Consul. 
(3). The Consul shall have the right of visiting and inspecting all properties in 
the Colony upon which the Immigrants are employed. 

As the first of these reforms would modify the “ Senatus-Consulte” of the 4th 
July, 1866, it could only be carried out by a special law. It does not seem necessary 
totake so radical a measure. It is equally impossible to accept the pretensions of the 
Government of the Viceroy upon the third point, for it is contrary to French laws of 
property. 

As for the right of vésé; this formality has been practised in Réunion ever since 
1877, contracts of re-engagement only being valid after the visé of the Consul. This 
functionary can always address his observations to the local administration, to whom 
it appertains to authorise or not, the re-engagement of the labourers. 

But as a means of conciliation, the Administration of the Colonies believes that 
it can obtain from the Indian Government a renewal of Immigration, by giving it the 
assurance—in exchange for conditions which it is impossible to accept—that the 
Immigrants will be thoroughly protected by the French Administration. 

It is with this aim that the following project of a Decree has been ‘prepared and 
adopted in its main provisions by the Council of State, and in which has been inserted 
every clause necessary to secure the welfare of the labourers. 

I have consequently the honour to beg you to invest this project of a Decree with 
your signature. I have the honour, &c., 


(Signed) E. BARBEY, 
Le Ministre de la Marine et des Colonies. 


This Decree received the signature of the President (M. Jutes Grivy) 
on the 27th August, 1887. 


A memorial similar to the one sent to the MARQUIS OF SALISBURY was also 
sent to Viscount Cross, from whom the following reply was duly received :— 


INDIA OFFICE, WHITEHALL, S.W. 
14th December, 1887. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the gth inst., intimating that the BRITISH AND FoREIGN 
AntI-SLAVERY SOCIETY are averse to the renewal of emigration from India to Réunion. 

In reply, I am desired by Lorp Viscount Cross to state that the decision in this 
matter rests with the Governor-General of India in Council, to whom a copy of your 
letters to the Foreign Office and this Department will be transmitted.—I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, J. A. GODLEY. 


To CHar.Es H. ALLEN, Esq., 
Secretary BRITISH AND ForREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 
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Brazil. 
SLAVERY IN BRAZIL. 


IMPORTANT discussions in the Brazilian Legislature took place in September 
last, respecting the progress of emancipation. 

It was stated by Senhor Prapo, formerly member of a pro-Slavery 
government, and himself a Slave-owner, that the planters were now becoming 
convinced of the necessity of settling the question of Slavery without delay. 
He declared that the planters believed that they could get on better with free 
labour. These views were warmly supported by Senhor Dantas, and the 
Prime Minister, Baron CoTEcipE, who at first refused to allow of any change 
in the present emancipation law, was compelled at last to give a promise that 
he would consider the question during the recess. 

At the same time, we regret to note that a want of unanimity on the part 
of the Abolitionists called forth a well-merited rebuke from the Premier, on 
which the Azo News, of the 5th October, has some very pertinent remarks. 
The opinion expressed by Senhor Prapo, in favour of speedy emancipation, 
receives a rather startling confirmation in the rising of Slaves in San Paulo 
district, given below. 


REVOLT OF SLAVES IN BRAZIL. 


Various short accounts have appeared in the public press lately as to a Slave 
revolt in the province of San Paulo, Brazil. Some of these were not alto- 
gether correct. We therefore think it best to quote the version given by 
the Azo News, which is, no doubt, the most reliable of any that have yet 
arrived. 

A telegram received here on the 17th, announced that the Slaves on two 
plantations near Iti, S. Paulo, had abandoned their work, and were advancing towards 
the capital of the province. A small force of police was despatched to capture the negroes, 
who, however, captured the police, disarming and stripping them, and ill-treating them, 
but not to a serious point. A force of cavalry was then sent against the fugitives, who 
defeated the cavalry, killing one of the soldiers, who are also reported to have killed 
one of the negroes. The fugitives then appear to have changed their march towards 
Santos, but were cut off by military detachments ; and the advices from the president of 
the province, received here on the 21st, state that the Slaves had separated without 
any further conflict, and that the troops were watching the district in which they 
are supposed to be. The general peace of the province is unaltered. There has 
been great difficulty in obtaining any information as to this serious matter, but it 
appears Officially that some 100 or 150 Slaves are at liberty, and, although they seem 
to have done no damage, so far, it cannot but be apprehended that there is danger 
in the future. Regular troops were sent from Rio, and an examination is to be 
prosecuted. This is the total that we have been able to learn as to this matter.— 


Rio News, 24th October. 
° © r) © 


What promised to be a serious affair has most fortunately resulted in nothing. 
The troops posted in the Cubatao mountains to prevent the arrival at Santos of the 
run-away Slaves {from the plantations around Itu, S. Paulo, appear to have been 
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flanked by the fugitives, who are nowsaid to be in Santos. On or about the 24th ult. 
the troops detached to capture these fugitive Slaves returned to S. Paulo, with 
some 15 prisoners, who are, it is claimed, not members of the run-away gang. They 
are, however, being submitted to a strict examination by the S. Paulo chief of police, 
and the report of this functionary will be awaited with interest. That there isa 
restless feeling among the blacks in the province of S. Paulo cannot be denied. By 
twos and threes they are leaving the plantations, and directing their steps towards 
Santos, which seems, to its honour, to have become a species of city of refuge. We 
are informed that a very large number of fugitive negroes have found employment in 
and around the city of Santos ; that they have given not one single cause for complaint, 
and that the inhabitants do not propose to permit their removal to the interior. As 
there has been no mention of disorder, rioting, or robbery by these Slaves, it may be 
considered that they have been, in some manner, instructed to offer a forcible protest 
to the theory that the 1885 law closed once and forever the emancipation question. It 
must be conceded, that the leaders of the emancipation movement in S. Paulo have 
shown considerable statesmanship. The quiet abandonment of the plantations by the 
Slaves and their resistance to force, when used to coerce them, go to prove that the 
former Slaves are commencing to understand that a combined action will open the 
eyes of the powers that be, as to the national aspiration expressed by Senator Prapo. 
We may even go so far as to say that we believe the majority of S. Paulo planters have 
no objection to seeing their negroes leave them. As a question of economy, a family of 
immigrants will not cost the planter nearly so much in money, and very much less in 
anxiety, than the ex-Slaves and their children, which some stupidly resistant leaders 
insist are the mainspring of the prosperity of the nation— Rio News, 5th November. 


We shall look with some anxiety for further news from Brazil, relating to 
this singular revolt of the Slaves. What appeared like the commencement 
of a servile war, has, owing to the admirable self-control and good feeling of 
the negroes, dwindled into a comparatively harmless incident. If the Slaves 
were to revolt on a large scale, it seems doubtful whether the Brazilian 
Government would be able to avert a great disaster, as we are informed by 
our friend, Mr. VANORDEN, now in England, that most of the troops were 
formerly Slaves, and he does not think that they would be willing to fire 
upon their old comrades. In any case, we think there are signs that the vast 
system of Slavery, which has so long existed in Brazil, is tottering to its fall. 


A BARBAROUS SLAVE-OWNER. IN BRAZIL. 


The planters of the province of Rio de Janeiro seem determined to show their 
contempt for law and humanity. The brutal outrage on Slaves at Parahyba do Sul 
has not yet been entirely effaced from the public mind, when we are furnished with 
another case of even greater atrocity. The story, as told by the Jornal do Commercio, 
which must be considered disinterested, is, that a planter had freed some, or all, of his 
Slaves under condition of serving him fora certain period. His treatment of these 
freed men was such, however, that they fled, and were subsequently arrested by the 
police, to whom the ex-master applied for them, they being bound to serve under the 
conditions of their emancipation. The police claim to have warned this gentleman, 
who is of colour, that his treatment of his ex-Slaves should be less in accordance with 
preconceived ideas as to how a Slave could be used, and reports that this warning was 
accepted. But no sooner are the Slaves in the power of this monster in human form 
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than he orders his two immediate subordinates so to torture these unhappy freed men 
that three die under their executioners’ punishment. A fourth was alive when the 
police detachment arrived, but died very soon after. Now, what words are strong 
enough to stigmatise this atrocious four-fold murder? We confess we do not find any 
such, and prefer to leave it in all its disgusting and horrible distinctness, that English 
reading people may for themselves decide upon the pretensions to civilisation of that 
part of the Empire of Brazil which contains its capital, and where such barbarities 
may, and do, occur.— Rio News. 


CONSULAR REPORT ON SLAVERY IN BRAZIL. 
(Concluded ante page 157.) 

The main features of these regulations, and they are not altogether favourable to the Slave 
element, are :— 

Firstly, that Slaves of 60 years and upwards are free under certain conditions, many being, 
compelled to render three years regular service to their owners ; in other words, they are not 
really free for the next three years. 

Secondly, those above 60 years and under 65, as soon as they have completed this latter 
age, will not be subject to such service. 

Thirdly, a given value, according to age, has been fixed for the purchase and freedom of 
Slaves, their value diminishing by so much per cent. every year until the 13th year, when Slavery 
is extinguished in the empire, “ Decree No. 9,602, June 12, 1886.” Hence it is satisfactory to 
learn that at the end of 13 years from the above date—a long period to look forward to—those 
who are often subject to harsh and cruel treatment (more than 1,000,000 persons) will have been 
delivered from bondage. 

Fourthly, the Emancipation Fund, the amount of which in April, 1885, was estimated at 
2,000,000 milreis, has been augmented to 4,100,000 milreis, so that a far greater number will 
now be able to be freed than formerly ; though at what rate this movement will take place it is 
impossible to tell, in the absence of data bearing on their numbers, their respective ages, and 
values. 

Few will probably be freed during the next six or seven years, but after that time, if this 
law be properly executed, Slavery will soon disappear. Further, the Emancipation Fund is to 
be increased by the proceeds of two-thirds of a 5 per cent. additional tax on all imports, with 
the exception of exports. 

The issue of 5 per cent. Government bonds, with } per cent. annual amortisation, the 
interest being acharge on the 5 per cent. tax above cited, is also another of the measures by 
which it is proposed to augment the funds for this purpose. 

It would seem from this that in a few years the Slave element will become extinct. The 
question then arises, as the cultivation of coffee and other productions is for the most part 
carried out by Slave labour, whether or not on becoming free they will continue to work for their 
masters. Some say they will be willing to work for wages; others are in hopes that the 
greatest part will be induced to remain on the estates, the owners giving them a share in the 
crops ; but many are of opinion that the Slave once freed will be only too glad to retire to some 
spot where he can live after his own fashion, growing such things as he may require—maize, 
bananas, and tobacco. 

If this opinion be correct, it follows, owing to the scarcity of population, that labour will be 
difficult to obtain at any price, and that the coffee estates will in many districts have to be 
abandoned. 

Hence the desire manifested by all interested to induce people to come to this country. 

Foreseeing that many difficulties are likely to be experienced in this country within the 
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next few years, owing to the scarcity of labour and the gradual extinction of Slavery, the 
Brazilian Government has annulled the law of 1879 suspending immigration, the object at 
present being to induce colonists to take up their abode in this country. Accordingly it was 
decreed on September 28th, 1885, that one-third of the sum set apart for the emancipation of 
Slaves should be devoted to the aid of colonisation. This is expected to yield about 1,500,000 
milreis, and will go towards defraying the expenses on this head, which are estimated at 
2,772,000 milreis, or a figure somewhat greater than appeared in the budget of 1878. 


Furnished with this fund it is intended :— 





1. To organise a regular service towards establishing 2 propaganda in various countries in 
favour of this measure. 


2. To aid the transport of emigrants from their homes in Europe to their places of destina- 
tion in Brazil. 


3. To reorganise the system of marking out and measuring the lands granted by the 
Government. 


Those persons who have hitherto acted as immigration agents are no longer to be employed, 
the Government confiding this matter to its own employés. The aid of the Brazilian Consuls 
in foreign ports is also invoked for this purpose. 

As regards the first of these measures, steps have already been commenced by a Government 
agent in Norway and Sweden, and notices have been published in the Italian, German, and 
other languages, setting forth the favours to be obtained by those who are desirous of settling 
in Brazil. Among the advantages mentioned, and which, by the way, were all made known in 
the year 1884, we observe the following :— 

Lodging and maintenance at the Island of Flores. 

Journeys to be paid by rail or steamer from the Island of Flores to the nearest point of 
destination in Brazil. 

Concession of a lot of good land marked out and measured containing 300,000 square 
metres, or 75 acres, at the cost of 495 milreis, this amount to be paid within the space of five 
years, and in default of this 20 per cent. to be added. The exchange is calculated at 8$885 reis 
to the £. 

Prizes are also to be distributed as a remuneration for good productions. 

The above may be looked upon as advantageous by those who are well-to-do and bring 
with them a small capital to commence with, but it is not easy to understand how a poor 
emigrant can be expected to exist, much less to prosper, if called on to pay within five years, 
even supposing his good fortune enables him to obtain a prize for his productions, the debt 
with which he is saddled from the beginning. Nor does it seem reasonable that he should be 
called on to liquidate his debt at a rate of exchange by which he would certainly incur consider- 
able loss. 

Whether immigration should be stimulated by the action of the Government, or whether 
it should be left to itself, is a subject on which there is much diversity of opinion ; but if it be 
held desirable to encourage the flow of emigration from Europe to Brazil, some terms far more 
advantageous than those here mentioned, and which up to the present have been productive of 
but small results, should be guaranteed to those settling in this country. 

There are several classes of emigrants that find their way to this country. Some come on 
their own account, and obtain their living either by taking service or by working in trades or 
by agriculture. 

Some are brought for the purpose of taking service with persons engaged in agriculture, 
while others direct their steps to Brazil, with the view of obtaining land and settling thereon. 

The first of these, being entirely independent of aid from any public or private sources, are 
more or less able to take care of themselves. 

The second class have to lend their services to the owners of agricultural establishments ; 
or, in other words, they have to do the work formerly performed by Slaves ; to these free 





| 
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passages are granted by the State, thus a portion of the money raised for purposes of emigration 
is expended in the benefit of the planter. 

Emigrants of this class may be engaged with or without contract—the latter form of 
engagement, as well as working on the metayer system, which plan has been adopted in some 
places—being their only chance of preserving their liberty of action. 

Some of them, it is true, may happen to take service with kind and generous men, but 
others may fall under the rule of hard taskmasters. Such being the case, stringent regulations 
are required for the observance of employers, and for the benefit and protection of the employed 
—the first step in this direction being the abolition of the law of 1837, of which there are eighteen 
articles, and under which persons are liable to imprisonment for non-fulfilment of contract of 
service. 

The third class here alluded to are placed on the Government waste lands some time after 
their arrival in this country. 

They are generally accompanied by their families. These might perhaps, in the course of 
time in some districts, lead to the creation of an industrious class of peasant proprietors, the real 
source of the wealth of the State. One would therefore have supposed that this sort of emigrant 
would have been the most favoured by the Government, and if land were not given to him 
gratis his passage should have been free, at any rate; yet, strange to say, a diminution in his 
rate of passage only is promised if obtainable from the steamship companies by which he has 
been conveyed to Brazil. 








CHRISTIANITY, ISLAMISM, AND THE NEGRO RACE. 


By Epwarp W. Brypen, LL.D. (A Pure Necro or LiBerta).* 


Morning Light writes: ‘“ A Christian negro, who has diligently studied the problem of 
the future of his race, deserves to be listened to with respectful attention. Such a 
one is Epwarp W. Biypen, LL.D., a pure negro of Liberia, who has written a 
considerable volume on Christianity, Islam, and the Negro Race. In this, it is 
interesting to learn, that in some respects, notably as regards the Gospel characteristics 
of love and faith, Dr. BLypENn contends that the negro is capable of producing a 
higher type of Christian than his brother of a whiter skin. There is certainly no lack 
of faith in his own race in Dr. BLYDEN. We can but hope that he is a prophet as well 
as a dreamer when he says :— 

“Africa may yet prove to be the spiritual conservatory of the world, just as in 
past times Egypt proved the stronghold of Christianity after Jerusalem fell, and just as 
the noblest and greatest of the fathers of the Christian Church came out of Egypt, so 
it may be when the civilised nations, in consequence of their wonderful material 
development, shall have had their spiritual perceptions darkened, and their spiritual 
susceptibilities blunted through the agency of a captivating and absorbing materialism; 
it may be that they may have to resort to Africa to recover some of the simple 
elements of faith ; for the promise of that land is that she shall ‘stretch forth her 
hands unto Gon,’” 


[We hope to be able to give a review of this interesting book in a future 
number.—Ep. Reporter. | 





* London: Whittingham. 1887. 
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Slave-holding by Members of Mative Christian 
Churches. 
Tue last number of the Reporter contained a letter and minute of the BritisH 
AND Foreicn ANTI-SLAVERY Society, on the subject of admitting Slave- 
holders into full communion with native Christian Churches, copies of which 
had been forwarded to the various missionary societies, and others interested 
in the question. 

Notices have been inserted in some of the religious papers, but in most 
cases without comment. The following very satisfactory letter is in reply from 
the Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, but none of the other 
missionary societies have as yet sent in any expression of their views. The 
question is one that cannot be ignored, and we hope to learn that they will 
all assist the Society in carrying out a true Anti-Slavery policy, which we 
feel convinced is one that will be endorsed by the British public. 

Baptist MIssioNARY SOCIETY, 
19, FURNIVAL STREET, HOLBORN, 
Lonpon, E.C., 26th November, 1887. 





To CuarteEs H. Aten, Eso., 

SECRETARY BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 
My Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of 28th October last, relative to Slave-holding 
by members of native Christian Churches, I have the pleasure to inform you that at 
the meeting of the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society, held yesterday, 
your communication on this subject was brought forward, and received careful and 
prolonged attention. 

I was instructed by my Committee to acknowledge gratefully the receipt of your 
letter, and to assure your Committee of the sincere sympathy of the Committee of the 
Baptist Missionary Socrety with the objects of the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, and 
also to inform you that we are happy to know that in connection with our gwn native 
churches we have no Slave-holding Members whatsoever. 

Wishing your Society in the future a yet larger measure of success than has 
crowned its efforts in the past, and with much respect for yourself, 

I beg leave to remain, 
My dear Sir, Yours faithfully, 
ALFRED H. BAYNES, Secretary. 


The following letter from His Grace the ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, on 
this subject, has also been received by the Secretary of the ANTI-SLAVERY 


SocIETY. 
ADDINGTON PARK, CROYDON, 
December 17th, 1887. 


My Dear S1r,—I am directed by the ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY to acknowledge 
with his thanks the receipt of your letter of the 28th October, enclosing copy of 
Minute and Letter addressed by the BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY to 
the different Missionary bodies, on the question of Slave-holders being members of 
the Christian Church. Png 

The subject is an important one, and His Grace has been giving it his careful 
consideration. He is at present in communication with the Church Missionary Society 
on the matter. Yours very truly, 

M. FOWLER, Chap/ain. 


C. H. ALLEN, Esg., F.R.G.S, 


he... 
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35 it Lawful for Christians to Hold Slaves? 


By J. Easroe TEAL. 


Tuis is a question, which, from the earliest times up to the present day, has exercised 
the minds of the members of the Church. To their honour, the great majority have 
refused to sanction this crime against their fellow-men ; but there are some who are 
willing to wink at Slave-holding, thinking that men can be “excellent Christians” (a) and 
yet “hold Slaves.” They, therefore, feel no scruple in admitting to their Communion, 
aye, and ordaining as Ministers of the Gospel of Liberty, men who openly participate 
in the holding of Slaves. To such men, and their apologists, the following statement 
as to the general teaching of the Church of Curist, is presented, with the hope that 
they will free themselves from the vile spot which pollutes their Christianity. 

The origin of Slavery is lost in the mists of ages. ABRAHAM was a Slave-holder, 
and his descendants followed the example of their ancestor to such an extent that at 
the time of Moses the practice seems to have been universal. The great Jewish 
Lawgiver endeavoured to regulate the institution by laws which, in the main, were not 
unfavourable to the Slaves. 

But when the Jews fell under the yoke of the Romans, the Stave laws of MosEs 
(more or less) gave place to those of the Conqueror. 

We cannot tell to what extent CurIst came into personal contact with the system 
of Slavery. But there are passages here and there, throughout His recorded words, 
which might have been delivered with special reference to Slave-holders. Take, for 
instance, those words of His in the Sermon on the Mount, “ Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy.” Be this as it may, the direct teaching of Curist implied 
hostility to such a system—‘“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them.” 

A charge has recently been brought against Curist, in an Anti-Christian journal, 
to the effect that He never denounced Slavery. No Abolitionist, however, has ever 
felt any doubt as to what would have been His views had He witnessed the cruel 
practices of His so-called followers in the four quarters of the globe. Methinks that 
something similar to that famous scene in the Temple when Curisr drove thence with a 
scourge the money-changers and bird-fanciers who had defiled the House of Gop, would 
have occurred in the Slave-holding Churches of Christendom, had He, who came “ to 
undo the heavy burden ard let the oppressed go free,” unexpectedly returned to this 
earth. 

Whilst the “Christian Slave-holders” and their apologists, probably shrinking 
from making so infamous a charge against Curist of not being unfavourable to Slavery, 
they have never scrupled to cite the authority of the Apostle Paut, in its favour ; and 
why? Simply this :— 

A certain Slave, named Onesimus, (6) had run away from his master (who was a 
professed Christian), and in some way had met with the Apostle, who had brought him 
to a perfect understanding of the law of Curist. Now, Pau held that Gop over- 
ruled all things, and that men’s positions were appointed of Him ; but he carried out 
this doctrine with strict impartiality; for whilst he impressed upon Christian Slaves 
the importance of serving their masters “in singleness of heart, fearing Gop,” (c) in 


(a) “Twelve Months in Madagascar.” (4) Philemon, 10—12. (c) Col. iii. 22; Eph. vi. 5. 
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order that “the name of Gop and His doctrine be not blasphemed” (d), he did not 
fail to exhort masters to give unto their Slaves that which was just and equal (e), and 
to forbear threatening, as they had a Master in Heaven, with whom there was no 
respect of persons (/). 





Holding these views then, Paut sent back ONEsImus to his master, PHILEMON, 
with a message which really amounted to a command (g) to the latter to free him, but 
couched in that language of love which, while it assured him of PHILEMon’s obedience, 
would do much to remove any feelings of anger which the latter might entertain at 
the flight of his Slave. Had Pau. not been certain of PHILEMmon’s obedience, his 
words almost seem to infer that he might not have sent Onrsimus back again (A). 


This, then, is the case upon which “ Christian Slave-holders” base their belief 
in St. Paut’s approval of the institution of Slavery ; and a weaker case never existed. 
It may be asked, though, why did not the Apostle specially denounce the practice of 
Slave-holding? But it must be borne in mind that Paut’s mission was to declare unto 
the heathen world the Gospel of Curist—in other words the Gospel of Love to men— 
a doctrine, which if strictly carried out, would necessarily lead to the abolition of 
Slavery, and the extirpation of every other evil. He could not be expected therefore, 
to denounce, by name, every phase of unrighteousness which was prevalent in those 
days. 


| 


Again, it was no part of his mission, as the expounder of a religion then in its 
infancy, to disturb the political system of the day, of which, it cannot be denied, 
Slavery formed one of the most important bases. Had the idea sprung up in the 
minds of the Romans that the Christians would harbour runaway Slaves, what would 
have been the result? The Christians would have been exterminated. 


It seems pretty clear, too, that, as a citizen of Rome, PAut was bound to return 
ONEsIMUS to his master, or he would have been liable to be prosecuted for the deten- 
tion of a fugitive Slave—an offence which was treated as an act of theft (7). Actions 
might also have been brought against him for damages on the foregoing ground, or 
under the laws as to the corruption of Slaves (7), or under the Lex Aquilia (4) respecting 
reparation of injuries done. 


So much, then, with reference to the action of Paut. Now let us see how the 
Christian Church has dealt with the question of Slave-holding, and the first authority 
which will be cited is that of CLEMENS ALEXANDRINUS (/) (in the second century), who 
forbade the reception by the Bishop of the oblations of cruel and sanguinary masters. 
As Christianity spread throughout the world, laws were enacted by the various 
Emperors which tended to lessen the power of the masters over their Slaves, until in 
the fourth century, it was the custom for Christians to free their deserving Slaves at 
the great festivals of the Church (77). 

In the middle of the fifth century runaway Slaves were allowed to take refuge in 
Christian sanctuaries (7), and the ecclesiastics were bound to intercede for them with 
their masters. If the latter refused to forgive the fugitive, the priests were not 
allowed to give him up, but were obliged to let him live within the precincts of the 
sanctuary till he chose to depart, or his owner granted him freedom. 


ad) 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2. (2) Blair, quoting Ulpian. (2) Constit. Apostol. 4 (Blair). 

wo Col. iv. 1. (j) Tit. de’ Servo corrupto, 3 D.,xi. (mm) Gregorius Nyssenus De Ressur- 

(/) Eph. vi. 9. (Blair). rect. Domini Orat. iii. Tom. iii. Paris. 

(g) Philemon, 8, 9; 17. (k) Tit. Ad. legem. Aquiliam, 2 D., 1638. | RS 

ch) Ibid,1o—21.(See also notes ix. (Blair). (2) 1. tit.de his.qui ad Eccles. Confug. 
Z, J, ke) 45, Cod. Theod., ix. (Blair). 
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A Christian Slave was permitted to rise even to the Episcopate (0), thereby 
gaining his freedom ; and in early times it was required that before ordination he 
should be emancipated (p) ; but subsequently, under the Justinian Code (¢), the master’s 
consent alone was required. But if the Slave, after ordination, renounced the 
ecclesiastical state, he became a Slave again to his former master (7). It was very 
common, too, for the patrons of benefices to encourage (s) their Slaves to become 
clergymen, so that they, in preference to strangers, might receive the patronage of 
their masters. This, however, led to abuses, and it was interdicted by the Council of 
Chalcedon (?). 

The historian, GIBBON (z), tells us that the hardships of Slavery “ were continually 
diminished by the good influence of government and religion,” and that the spirit of 
the laws of Justinian “ promoted the extinction of domestic servitude.” 

In 582 the first Council of Macen (v) issued a decree, whereby no Christian was 
compelled to remain in Slavery, and later in the century GreGory the Great ordained 
that no heathen desirous of becoming a Christian should be held as a Slave (w). 

Many other documents in favour of the Slaves were issued by the rulers of the 
Church, and as the Christian doctrine of the Brotherhood of men spread throughout 
the world, manumissions became very frequent (7). This had such an effect upon the 
number of bondsmen in Italy, that when, in the twelfth century, Pope ALEXANDER III.(y) 
issued a Bull for the freedom of all that were in bondage, there were not a great 
number left to be emancipated. 

In the fifteenth century Pope Pius II. (z) denounced the system of Slavery, and 
Paut III. (aa) issued a Bull to the same effect. 

LEo X., in the seventeenth century, declared “That not only the Christian religion, 
but that Nature herself cried out against a state of Slavery ” (44). 

The denunciations of the system which Pope Urpan VIII. issued in 1639 (cc) 
could not have been stronger than they were, and these were renewed and confirmed 
by Popes Benepict XIV. (dd) and Grecorr XVI. (1839) (ee), whilst we are told that 
Pius VII. (/), in the early part of this century, interposed his offices among powerful 
men to bring about the cessation of that branch of the Slave-trade in which Christians 
were engaged. 

But, in spite of all these Bulls of the Roman Communion, and the resolutions of 
all the other denominations of Christians (with but two or three exceptions), Slavery 
still exists in the Christian Church. Unfortunately some of those sects, formerly 
renowned for their Anti-Slavery principles, have forsaken the strong ground upon 
which they had taken their stand, and the system of Slavery has been allowed to enter 
the native churches in foreign, semi-heathenish lands. Let them beware, however, for 
if the institution become established in the native Christian churches of Madagascar, 
Yoruba, and elsewhere, as it did inthe United States of America, it will require a 
severe struggle to uproot it, and if the appeal to their Christianity fall upon deaf ears, 
then the Anti-Slavery motto, “Slavery is a crime against Gop,” which carried 
the Abolitionists in England to victory fifty years ago, must once more be adopted, 
and the question finally settled, that “ Man has no right to hold property in man.” 


(0) Novel 123, c. 4 (Blair), (u) Hist. Rom. Emp. (56) Clarkson, Hist. S. T. 

(P) 1. jub. 37; § servos, 1. tit.de Epi- (v) Milman, Hist. Jud. (cc) In Bullar, Rom. Tom. 6, Part 2. 
scop. et cler. 3,c. 1 (Blair), (w) Ut Supra. Const. 604. 

(q) — 123, c. 17 (Blair). (x) Hallam, “ Middle Ages.” (dd) In Buliar, Benedict XIV. Tom. 

(ry) I (y) Smith, “ Wealth of Nations.” —_1 Const. 1, 38. 

(s) Murator Antiquit, Ital. Dissert. _(z) Apud. Raynaldum in Annalibus. (ee) Litt. Apost. Greg. Pap. 16, de 
35 (Blai Eccl. 1462, No. 42. Negrit. Commercio non Exercendo. 

(2) Blox’s Inquiry. (aa) In Bullar, Greg. 16. Rome Typ. Coll., Urbani, 1840. 


(#) Ibid. 
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Bishop hannington on the Slave-Trade. 


THE late Bishop HANNINGTON, during his first visit to Africa, fell in with a 
gang of Slaves going to the Coast. His remarks upon the terrible condition 
of these poor creatures are very interesting. We believe that many Missionaries 
in Africa might supply us with other similar experiences, the publication 
of which would be of very great use, by proving to the people of England 
that the Slave-trade is not, as is so often asserted, a thing of the past. 

We invite all Missionaries to supply us with any information of which 
they may become possessed. The Anti-Slavery Reporter will be forwarded 
free to any Missionary in Africa who will apply for it. It is difficult for us 
to know the addresses of the various Missionaries. 


“ Some hours later, a cry of ‘Slaves, Slaves!’ was raised, and off dashed most of 
the men in the direction of the cry. It appears that one of the porters, searching for 
firewood, suddenly came upon a caravan, and fearing they would kill him, raised this 
sheut. Expecting a hand-to-hand fight, away we dashed after the men. Away, too, 
went I, in shirt sleeves and slippers, clutching my gun. The slippers kept coming off, 
and I was soon out-distanced by HANDForRD. But it did not much matter, as there was 
no fight. The owners of the caravan decamped when they saw us coming, and left 
their Slaves, one woman and seven children, in the bush. So we found ourselves with 
eight poor, wretched Slaves upon our hands. Such pitiable objects they were, more 
than half-starved. We decided to send them straight to the coast, in charge of some 
men. There the Consul freed them, and they were received by the Mission. It was, 
however, too late; they never recovered from the cruel treatment they had received, 
and all died but one. Since this, our caravans have liberated two more gangs. The 
Swahilis are so frightened of being caught and handed over to the authorities, that 
they simply flee and leave the Slaves behind, so that, as Sir Jonn Kirk says, under 
such circumstances you cannot help yourself; you must take possession of them. We 
are quite aware that we are not military authorities authorised to enforce the Sultan’s 
laws, and moreover, that it is not our part as Missionaries to employ force, and we 
try as much as possible to avoid interference with any passing caravan. Interference, 
however, is sometimes thrust upon us. Would to Gop that we could overthrow this 
stronghold of Satan with the Sword of the Spirit !” 





THE SLAVE-TRADE IN TURKEY. 


WE learn that the Slave-trade has revived in Constantinople—under new conditions. 
When people want a servant there they do not apply at a registry, nor 
advertise, nor ask a friend in the country to look them out an irreproachable young 
person who attends Sunday School. They go on pilgrimage to some holy place, and 
return with the article desired. Mecca has become a depdt for Slaves, and those who 
cannot travel so far ask a pious acquaintance to do the needful forthem. At the 
Ministry of Police they deny all knowledge of such a traffic, but every one believes 
that they have an interest therein. No doubt. The Slave-trade never has been 
abolished in a Mohammedan country, and it never can be until the whole system of life 
is changed. This recrudescence is an example in political economy. Since Govern- 
ment took serious steps to suppress the trade, many devices have been invented, and, 
in practice, a respectable Moslem has always been able to supply his household wants. 








i 
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The pilgrim trick was one of those, perfectly well known. Perhaps it has taken larger 
dimensions of late, for many Turks made an effort to dispense with the troublesome, 
expensive, and dangerous service of Slaves. The effort has failed. There is no class 
in Moslem society which furnishes housemaids, or nurses, or scullions, or cooks, and 
such a class is not to be created in one generation or two. Christian women are to be 
had, but not in sufficient number; and, besides, a Turkish lady has the strongest 
prejudice against them. Such as they are, the bachelors and widowers snap them up, 
for it is a law of the Religious Police that no man or body of men, in any condition 
of life, shall occupy a house or apartments unless they have a female in their company 
—old or young. This alleged revival of the Slave-trade, therefore, is an instance of 
the rule that demand will create supply.—Zvening Standard. 








Slave-Trade Papers. 
(Continued from page 150.) 


THE following despatch from Commander Braprorp, describing how a Slave 
took refuge on board his vessel, is followed by others detailing similar escapes 
from Slavery, and reception on board several of Her Majesty’s ships of war. 
In all cases the Commander appears to have communicated with the British 
Consular Officer, but in no instance does the Blue Book show what ultimately 
became of the unfortunate refugees. It would be interesting to know what 
instructions are given to Commanders of war ships, and whether the fugitives 
are ever given back to Slavery. We note that Article 83 of Justructions for 
the guidance of Captains and Commanding Officers of Her Majesty's ships 
of war employed in the suppression of the Slave-Trade, dated 1882, is quoted 
as the authority upon which the dhows and Slaves were seized. We are not 
aware that these instructions have ever been issued to the public, and it is 
very important to know what they are. 


COMMANDER BRADFORD TO COMMANDER JONES. 
Gannet, AT MERSA HALais, November 29th, 1885. 
Sir,—I have the honour to report that on the morning of the 28th instant, whilst 
lying at anchor in this port, a Slave named ABpULLAH swam off to this ship and 
claimed protection, stating that he was a Slave, and had been ill-treated by his master. 

The same morning two Arabs, named MorsHEpD, swam off to the ship, and 
requested that ABDULLAH might be given up to them, stating that he was a free man, 
and owed them fifty dollars. 

This I refused to do, as a Seedie (ADAM FaporELL1), borne in this ship, and who 
had been a Slave at Mersa Halaib, corroborated ABDULLAH’s statement as to his being 
a Slave. I have therefore retained him on board until I could communicate with a 
Britisa Consular officer on the subject. I have, &c., 

(Signed) BarRTON R. BRADFORD. 





It is generally understood in England that Kine Joun has put a stop to 
Slave-trading in Abyssinia. The following letter from M. AuGusTE BERGMAN, 
a Swedish Missionary, expelled from the country by Kine Joun, will appear 
to show that Slaves at any rate pass through Abyssinian territory. 
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In transmitting this letter, Consul HunTER speaks very warmly of the 
good services rendered by the French Commandant at Obokh, and in his 
despatch to the Foreign Office, Sir Evetyn Bartne called special attention 
to this conduct of the French Commandant, and states that he has expressed 
his acknowledgment through the French Consul-General at Cairo. 


Major Hunter To Sir E. Barina. 


I take this opportunity of mentioning that M. LAGARDE, the French Commandant 
at Obokh, has made himself extremely unpopular with the Danakil, who recently 
attempted his life because he objected to the importation of Slaves into Tajourra, and 
their export from French territory. This co-operation on the part of M. LaGARDE 
deserves acknowledgment by Her Majesty’s Government ; and if the Italian Commis- 
sioner at Assab similarly exerted himself, the traffic in Slaves would cease outside the 
Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb. Inside that limit it should not be so difficult for Her 
Majesty’s vessels to watch the African coast, especially should assistance be afforded 
from Massowah, and captures on land by Her Majesty’s officers authorised. 


M. BERGMAN TO Major HUNTER. 
ADEN, April 17th, 1886. 


HONOURABLE S1R,—Permit me by this to give a few informations regarding a 
Slave caravan with which it was my lot to travel from Abyssinia to the coast of 
Tajourra. 

We left Farry, the boundary town of Shoa, on the 9th February, 1886, forming 
a caravan of two merchants and seven missionaries, intending to proceed at once to 
the coast. 

While we still were at Farry, we heard on good authority that about 2,000 Slaves 
had been bought in different parts of Galla, and were now re-bought by Dankali 
merchants, who intended to form a caravan of these Slaves to leave Abyssinia for the 
coast of Tajourra shortly after our caravan had left. Our first camp, after we had left 
Farry, was Dettera, where we stopped till the 15th February, waiting for—as our 
caravan leader, IBRAHIM, a relative of the Wazir of Tajourra, said—some men who 
were coming from Tjanno. 

After this it became quite clear to us that it was our leader’s intention to retain 
us till the Slave caravan was ready, and link the two together, because the Slave 
caravan feared to go alone. 

On the 17th, being camped at Hawary, I had occasion to return to our former 
camp, Dettera, where J saw a few hundreds of Slaves arrived, and others arriving. 
After this I saw no more of the Slaves till on the 20th at Hawash. After having been 
detained several days at each place, we arrived at Bilen on the 24th February. On 
the 26th and 27th the whole Slave caravan arrived, consisting of about 700 Slaves, 
with ALI, a young son of MOHAMMED ABUBEKR, as leader. 

The Slaves were nearly all girls between six and fourteen years of age, a few boys 
of the same age (nearly all eunuchs), and three or four grown-up persons. 

Regarding their treatment on the road, I cannot say that they were treated in the 
worst manner possible. Of course, when the natural strength, which only was 
supported by cooked durra, was insufficient to keep pace with the other caravan, the 
whip was applied to fill up the deficiency. 
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After we had passed about half the road, dysentery broke out among the Slaves, 
and continued till the coast. I believe some of the Slaves died, although the Slave 
merchant denied this. 

When we arrived at Reisa, about three days from Asal, the leaders of both the 
caravans went before to Tajourra, and returned after four days, and met the caravan at 
Daffary. Before this, and when we came to Asal, the Slave caravan had broken up in 
small parties that went at different times and in different directions to their homes in 
Tajourra and the mountains between Asal and the coast, from where, as I am informed, 
the Slaves will shortly be brought to a place between Assab and Perin to be shipped 
over to Arabia. I have also been informed that another caravan from Abyssinia will 
shortly reach the coast of Assab with ABDELRAHMAN as leader, who is now collecting 
the Slaves in Abyssinia. 

Hoping you will be able to do something to check this horrible demoralising 
traffic, I remain, &c., (Signed) AuGust BERGMAN. 


TURKEY. 


There seems to have been an increase of the Slave-trade from Tripoli, as 
the following despatches show:— 


CapTAIN Dupuis TO ADMIRAL His RoyaL HIGHNESS THE DUKE oF EDINBURGH. 
Carysfort, AT ALEXANDRIA, August 9th, 1886. 


The Slave-trade from the interior is in full swing, caravans of Slaves constantly 
arriving, who are shipped off in small batches to other parts of the Empire. The 
English and French Consuls are the only Europeans, but about 230 persons claim to 
be British subjects, besides about 30 Jews from Gibraltar. 


CAPTAIN Dupuis TO ADMIRAL His Roya, HIGHNESS THE DUKE oF EDINBURGH. 
Carysfort, AT ALEXANDRIA, August 11th, 1886. 


S1r,—My information regarding the Slave-trade from Bengazi is derived entirely 
from the British Consul there, Mr.C.G. Woop. Caravans from the interior arrive near 
Bengazi not unfrequently. The Slaves are shipped in small numbers (probably six to 
fourteen) in coasting vessels leaving the port for other ports of the Empire. 
Tremendous loss of life attends the march of these caravans, as many as two-thirds of 
the Slaves dying on the march; and my informant positively told me that many of 
these poor unfortunates were killed when unable to keep up with the others, so as not 
to delay the caravan. Of 3,000 who would be with it at the commencement of the 
march, probably 1,000 would be as many as would survive to the end. They are of 
both sexes and all ages, the women and girls being most in request, and commanding 
the highest prices. 

A large caravan was shortly expected when the Carysfort was there, and the report 
having spread that the visit of the ship was connected with the Slave traffic, and that 
we should probably interfere in the matter, there was considerable excitement in the 
place. Mr. Consul Woop informed me that he had made a report to the Home 
Government on the matter. I have, &c., 


(Signed) A. E, Duputs. 
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EGYPT. 


THE following despatches are of great importance, since they bear out the 
statement of the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, as to the traffic in Slaves through 


the Suez Canal. 
THE Ear or IppEsLEIGH TO Mr. Porrat. 
FOREIGN OFFICE, September rgth, 1886. 

Sir,—With reference to your despatches of the 22nd July last, I transmit to you here- 
with, for any observations you may have to offer thereon, copy of a letter from the 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, commenting on your explanation relative to the passage of 
Slaves through the Suez Canal. 

I have to request that you will, in compliance with the suggestion contained in 
this letter, instruct Mr. West, Her Majesty’s Consul at Suez, to keep a strict watch 


- upon all vessels coming from Jeddah. 
Iam, &c. 


(Signed) IDDESLEIGH. 


Mr. PortaL TO THE Eari or [DDESLEIGH.—(Received October 19th.) 
Catro, October 6th, 1886. 
My Lorp,—I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Suez, in answer to a communication which I 
addressed to him, in accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s 
despatch of the 14th ultimo, on the subject of the passage of Slaves through the Suez 


Canal. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


Consu, West to Mr. Porrat. 
SUEZ, October gth, 1886. 
S1r,—I carefully note the contents and object of your despatch of the 2nd instant, and 
fear there is some real cause for the apprehension expressed by the ANTI-SLAVERY 
Society, although I doubt whether many Slaves pass through the Canal, coming from 
Jeddah, without certificates of manumission held by their masters or owners. 

I will carefully watch the landing of the return pilgrims at Suez, but I doubt 
whether any Slaves have lately been landed here; it would, however, require, not 
only the right of search, but also the means of giving effect to such right, to enable 
me to prevent the conveyance of any particular class of passengers through the “ Canal 


Maritime.” 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. WEST. 


SlavesTrade in the Red Sea. 
By A. B. Wy pg, Esg., 
(Corresponding Member of the Anti-Slavery Soctety.) 
To C. H. Aen, Esq., 
SECRETARY BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


Dear Sir,—It is doubtless known to the members of your Committee that 
for many years I have given the English and Egyptian authorities the full benefit 
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of the information I have received from the interior of the Soudan, the Coast, 
and Arabia during my now nearly fourteen years of experience of the country. 
The late lamented General Gorpon, who at first thought that the number of Slaves 
run were over-estimated by me, at last gave me full credit that I had, if anything, 
rather under-estimated the number and the harm that the trade did to the Soudan. 
When the abandonment of the Soudan was carried out, and Egyptian and European 
officials were placed on the coast, I had hopes that there would be some more 
decided steps taken for the suppression of the Slave-trade; but, on the contrary, 
the trade now is worse than ever it was during General Gorpon’s time, and Slaves, 
male, female, and eunuchs, were never cheaper in Arabia, nor more numerous than 
they are at the present moment. This is attributable to several causes, and no doubt 
owing to the want of a proper government in the Soudan. 


The prisoners of war taken by the followers of the Manpr have been sold into 
Slavery. Their prisoners include the families of the inhabitants of the fallen Soudan 
towns formerly under Egyptian rule, and the Slaves of these inhabitants, and it says 
very little for the Turkish officials of the Hedjaz that they should have allowed their 
co-religionists and subjects to be sold into Slavery. I know of several cases in which 
mother and children were parted and sold to different people, and one case in which 
two sisters from Khartoum, daughters of a very wealthy merchant, were offered for 
sale in Jeddah, and were, on account of their good looks, run up to a very high figure, 
and the grief of the two girls was so great at parting that an Indian merchant, from 


compassion, purchased the pair of them, liberated them, and took them into his 
wife’s service. 


Blame has also to be attributed to the Soudan officials allowing it to go on, as 
they must have been aware, as I was, of the Slaves being run. The most flagrant 
case was that of the prisoners of war taken in October, 1886, by the friendly tribes 
when the dervish stronghold of Tamaai fell—I estimate at least 350 women and 
children were got rid of by the Suakin officials ; some were given away among friends 
in the town, or were shipped by Khedivean steamers to Jeddah, furnished with 
liberation papers, but on arrival there, the papers were taken from them, and they were 
sold into Slavery. The rest were shipped in dhows from the environs of Suakin for 
Jeddah. The system of shipping Slaves on liberation papers has nominally been put 
a stop to by an order that no natives of Slave races are to be allowed to leave Suakin. 


It was given out this Spring that no Slaves of any sort from the Soudan would be 
allowed to pass through Egypt on their way to Turkey or North Africa, and that 
they would be taken away by the Egyptian Government. I have just come home vid 
Tor, Suez, Port Said, Tunis, Algiers, and Tangiers. On board the English steamer in 
which I travelled, Slaves were embarked for the three latter ports from Jeddah, the 
Slaves consisting of girls, boys, and eunuchs. The last were medically inspected by 
the ship’s doctor, and their sad condition certified to. 


At Tor, which is Egyptian territory, all passengers are paraded and medically 
examined on going into quarantine, so there is no reason why the Egyptian officials 
should not do their duty, and the expense incurred would be nominal, as there are 
police and military officers there. I informed the officials at Tor that they had freshly 
run Slaves, and recently made eunuchs on shore; I also told the Governor of Suez 
and the quarantine delegates who came on board at Suez, that there were Slaves and 
eunuchs on board, but no notice was taken of this, and it is evident that if the order 
has been given about retaining Slaves on reaching Egyptian territory, it is not 
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attended to. It is well known at Suakin that the Slave-trade goes on quite openly 
at Jeddah, and that no attempt is made by the Turkish authorities to prevent it, and 
thus the treaties made between England and the Porte are dead letters, so far as the 
Turkish officials are concerned, who, no doubt, derive a pecuniary benefit therefrom. 
By English steamers, loaded at Roweyah for Jeddah, no Slaves have been shipped, but 
by three Austrian Lloyd’s steamers that have loaded there, forty-four Slaves came 
across. The number shipped by the numerous native craft from Roweyah and Dara 
I do not know, but shall do so by the end of the year, when my natives who are up 
country return. 


I do not wish in any way to attach blame to the Government, as they have their ' 
sources of information, and for aught I know they may be acting on them; but what I 
do say is that unless they put the means at the disposal of their Consuls, their Consuls 
cannot be expected to get information, and the result of the last two years has been 
most unsatisfactory, through no fault of their resident official on the Soudan coast. If 
the Slave-trade is to be put a stop to, the Government ought to be petitioned to 
allow an expenditure for correct information supplied, and rewards only given for 
captures, or when there is no reasonable doubt that the dhow chased had Slaves on 
board, and it was not the fault of the informer that she was not captured. There is 
the machinery on the spot on the Red Sea, but it is disjointed; it wants putting 
together and getting into working order, and it is not the fault of the individual 
portions of the machinery that the motive power is not used. The Government will 
find out that the Red Sea is so well-known that watching the coast is not the 
difficult task it was before, and but little boat cruising would be required, and not 
as before, when the officers and men had to be often a fortnight away from their ships 
leading a miserable and, at the same time, a dangerous existence. 


I spent eight months in the country north of Suakin, in 1886, rode about among 
the hills and the sea coast from the north of Roweyah to the south of Tamaai. I 
spoke to the sheikhs about the Slave-trade, and found them all willing to help in 
putting a stop to the caravans passing through their districts, as long as their coast 
ports were open to them, and they had not to fall back upon the Slave-dealers for 
supplies, which they have hitherto been forced to do. 


The Italians have a large naval force in the Red Sea, and will, perhaps, be glad to. 

help to put a stop to the Slave-trade, and with their new acquisitions on the coast, 
they will patrol and look after it better than the Egyptians ever did, and this will take 
away a great deal of the work from the English cruisers. With tribal ports opened 
more information can be procured, and more information means more captures. The 
great point is to press the Government to insist upon the opening of the tribal 
ports, which will not be a source of expense, but rather of profit, as soon as legitimate 
trade opens up. 

The head Slave-dealer and broker at Jeddah is the father of IBRAHIM Bey, of 
Suakin—son-in-law of the renowned CHINoWIE Bry. This CHINoWIE Bey was given. 
by the Governor-General the contract for the Roweyah and Darar Salterns, fora 
period of five years, and the work is done by his son-in-law, IBRAHIM Bey. The price- 
was more than others could offer so as to work the saltfields at a profit, and unless 
other illegitimate business is done, it is impossible that the expenditure can be met. 


I am, yours truly, 


A. B. WYLDE. 





ee. A 
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Hustral Africa: Losing 3t or Ruling 3t.* 


By JoHN MACKENZIE. 


TuIs is quite the best book on South Africa that has appeared. The author 
is the well-known missionary, the Rev. JoHN MAcKENzIE, who has resided 
for nearly thirty years in the colony, and has been an eye-witness of many of 
the scenes which now form part of its tangled history. His career has been a 
distinguished and successful one. Although he may not be in high favour 
with the Colonial officials, he has long been known as an ardent friend and 
supporter of the natives, and the Home Government rocognised his worth 
and influence by appointing him, in 1884, Deputy Commissioner of the 
British Protectorate in Bechuanaland. The manner in which he was 
thwarted in his peaceful efforts by the Colonial ministry at Cape Town and by 
the Transvaal Government, is graphically told in the volumes before us. 
Mr. MACKENZIE was compelled to resign, but when Sir CHARLES WARREN 
succeeded him as Special Commissioner, at the head of an armed force, he 
very prudently invited the able and conscientious missionary to assist him in 
carrying out his work. The South African problem has long been a dark 
and difficult one, which few persons in England appear to understand. The 
native question cannot be ignored, for in Africa indigenous tribes do not die 
out, as is too often the case in other parts of the world when the white man 
appears on the scene. In spite of Slave raids and the potato-brandy deluge, 
the Negro still holds his own, and is likely todo so. He is a factor in the 
Colonial question that cannot be ignored, and his true position will be better 
understood by a careful perusal of the elaborate volumes entitled, Austral 
Africa: losing tt or ruling tt. Mr. MACKENZIE was good enough to 
introduce this work to our special notice, and he informed us that his desire 
was to enable the British public to understand the intricacies of the wearisome 
South African question, without the necessity of wading through a mass of 
Blue Books and other documents difficult for the ordinary reader to arrange 
and codify in his mind. This has now been done for him, and we venture to 
think that anyone who carefully studies the clear and interesting work now 
under review will have a fair knowledge of the difficulties that have beset the 
Imperial and Colonial Governments in their management of South African 
questions, and of the extraordinary mistakes that have been made, not only 
as regards the natives, but embracing also the relations existing between the 
English and Dutch or Boer settlers. We hope to return to this subject at a 
future date, when we have had time to digest the mass of information 
contained in the two goodly volumes just published. Meanwhile we 
quote a few extracts from a very favourable article in a recent number of 
The Christian, which contains also a biographical sketch of Mr. MACKENZIE. 





* London: Sampson Low & Co. 1887. Two Vols. 32s. 
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“Losing it or ruling it” is the question propounded and answered by Rev. JoHN 
MACKENZIE in two volumes which are full of the most varied and soul-stirring 
information. In reading them you are conscious of being carried through important 
questions by a vigorous mind which has thought long and deeply upon this great land 
and its inhabitants. His conclusions are enforced by the consideration that he has had 
unequalled opportunities of learning the facts, and that few, if any, have the same 
extensive acquaintance with the subject. 

The name “ Austral Africa” means that portion of the continent which lies south 
of the Equator, but Mr. MACKENZIE applies it to the land south of the great river 
Zambesi. The publication of this book marks a distinct epoch in the history of South 
Africa. Here we have laid out before us, as in a great panorama, an exact account of 
this portion of the Dark Continent while passing through a most critical period. The 
burden of the book is the effect which the various changes in government have 
produced, and there is brought in to elucidate it a large amount of its history, tribal 
relationship, native ideas and ways, as well as the effect of mission work and European 
influence. ° 3 & ° 3 ° ° ° 

We cannot in a brief notice follow the serpentine windings of policy on the part 
of the Home Government and Sir H. Rosinson, the High Commissioner for South 
Africa. A British Protectorate of Bechuanaland was virtually forced on the Home 
Government, by the anarchy that followed the absence of any supreme ruling power. 
Mr. MACKENZIE was asked to establish this protectorate. Yet at every turn he was 
checked by the halting way in which Sir H. Ropinson proceeded. The High 
Commissioner not only thwarted the sound and righteous policy of the Deputy 
Commissioner, but actually employed others to undo the work. Mr. Mackenzir, of 
course, resigned, and the British Government organised the Bechuanaland expedition, 
and appointed Sir CHARLES WARREN to its command. On arriving in the country he 
found Mr. MACKENZIE was right and Sir HERCULES ROBINSON was wrong, so he 
telegraphed for Mr. MACKENZIE to join him in the pacification of the country. The 
whole affair was, at bottom, an attempt of powerful and interested parties to rob the 
natives of their lands and their civil rights. The schemers found, however, both in 
Sir CHARLES WaRREN and in Mr. MACKENZIE, just and able opponents. In spite of 
the mistrust shown at first, they succeeded in convincing the colonists and natives 
that the British Government meant to adhere to their pledges. It seems plain, at the 
same time, that under the openly announced policy of shielding Bechuanaland, the 
British Cabinet had a secret intent of handing over the country to the Cape Govern- 
ment. This responsibility, however, the Colonial Cabinet refused to assume. Sir 
CHARLES WARREN and Mr. MackENZIE succeeded in laying the foundation of righteous 
and peaceful rule—no easy task where the interests were so varied and conflicting. If 
they have not received at the hands of the Government the recognition they so fully 
deserve, we believe they will secure the highest approbation of all unofficial persons 
who know the facts and are not swayed by prejudice. 

Mr. MACKENZIE’s narrative is highly commendable in this respect, that, while 
dealing largely with contentious matter, it is manifestly written in a fair and generous 
spirit. There is no railing, no calling names ; wherever it is possible, praise is given 
to those spoken about, even when Mr. MACKENZIE is opposed to their general course 
of procedure. In these pages there is a lofty political morality, an unswerving adherence. 
to principle, a fearless advocacy of humane and righteous action in dealing with the 
native races, and a high sense of the honour and duty of Great Britain. It is the work 
of a truly Christian statesman, who deserves the best thanks of all the British 
Churches. 
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These volumes, as a whole, are chiefly concerned with broad questions of national 
policy; but, in playing the statesman, Mr. Mackenzie never forgets, and never seeks 
to conceal the fact, that he has been and may again be a Christian missionary. 
Wherever opportunity offers, he throws aside the dignity of high political office, and 
ministers in spiritual things. Everything is viewed from the Christian standpoint; 
and to this must surely be attributed the high favour that he found with the native 
‘chiefs and their followers, and the influence he was able to exercise upon them. 

On the question of the drink traffic in Africa, we are glad to see Mr. MACKENZIE 
speaks with no uncertain voice. In the second volume (p. 262) he quotes a strong 
and well-known protest made by the chief KHAME against permitting his people to be 
demoralised by the introduction of intoxicating drink, in defiance of native law and 
‘custom. Commenting on this, Mr. MACKENZIE says:— 

“« As was to be expected, the attitude of KHAME with reference to Cape brandy 
““ and other strong drink, though approved by Sir CHARLES WARREN, was met with 
“ hostile criticism, and even jeers, by Cape politicians, who have since removed all 
“hindrances and taxes on the free production and sale of spirits in the Cape Colony. 
“ But, thank Gop, this matter is in the hands of Her Majesty’s Government; that is, 
“in the hands of the English people, and the question is, Is Bechuanaland to be 
“ flooded with strong drink, against the wish of those chiefs and people from whom 
““ we receive jurisdiction there? These matters must be taken in hand in England and 
“ Scotland, and must be seen through by lovers of justice and fair play, who have the 
“‘ true prosperity of Africa at heart.” 

Mr. MACKENZIE hopes, in closing his book, that many of his countrymen will play 
2 part in the peaceful colonisation of the fair lands of Austral Africa; and that he may 
live to see it taking its due position among the nations of the world. We hope he 
himself may yet, in some way, be a leading and honoured instrument in bringing 
about that result. The attractions of these goodly volumes, we may add, are enhanced 
‘by portraits of the author and Sir CHARLES WARREN, by excellent maps of the country 
and a number of illustrations. 





SENHOR JOAQUIM NABUCO. 


Our friend and corresponding member, SENHOR Nasuco, who, it may be 
remembered, defeated a Government minister of the pro-Slavery party in an 
-election contest at Pernambuco, returned to England on the 15th inst., and 
was good enough to give us a personal report of the great progress now being 
made in Brazil by the Abolitionists. 














Obituary. 
SIR WILLIAM McARTHUR, K.C.M.G. 


THE sudden death, since our last issue, of this well-known public and 
philanthropic man, is a loss to the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, as well as to 
many other public bodies. 

Obituary notices of Sir Witt1amM McArTHUR have already appeared in 
all the leading papers. 
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Morocco. 


THE Westminster Review for December, contains a very interesting article 
upon Morocco, containing much information on its past and present history. 
The writer is evidently one who thoroughly understands the question, for he 
has given an exhaustive description of the extortionate claims made upon 
natives of Morocco by other natives who have obtained protection from the 
foreign legations and consular bodies. 

It is quite clear that some limit will have to be placed upon this system 
before the Sultan will consent to open up his country to foreign enterprise, 
as he has, more than once, been asked to do. The subject is one which will 
have to be dealt with at the approaching Conference in Madrid, should it be 
decided to hold one. 

The protégé and prison abuses have already been largely treated in our 
columns, and the article in the Westminster Review, does not touch upon the 
Slave question. 


SLAVERY IN MOROCCO. 


WE hear from our correspondent at Rabat that an Arab merchant in that town has, 
of late, repeatedly exposed for sale, in the market place, a young Slave of between 13 
and 15 years of age, without however finding a purchaser. On his return to his 
master’s house the wretched boy has been each time flogged by way of appeasing his 
master’s disappointment ! 

This has been going on for about a month, and the poor lad in his misery goes 
out daily striving to find a purchaser, but in vain, for nobody will give the price put 
upon him by his master ! 

Is it possible, we ask, that the nineteenth century, which has witnessed so many 
reforms in the way of progress, will close without Morocco being obliged to put down 
one of its most hateful institutions ; and will the civilised Powers not at last raise their 
voices, in the name of humanity, for the suppression of this infamous traffic ? 

To enlighten this country, whose cruel system of government, evil administration, 
and bad institutions are only just beginning to attract some attention in civilised 
Europe (although Morocco lays at its very door), simple remonstrance is useless. It 
requires plain and decided language to the Chief of the State. 

Inasmuch as Slavery is one of Morocco’s oldest institutions, its abolition must 
be brought about rather by energetic representations than by innuendoes—rather by 
fixed determination than by the gentler ways of diplomacy. 

In August, 1883, the Sultan, at the instance of Great Britain alone, prohibited the 
public hawking of Slaves at the ports of his empire. How comes it then that this 
command of an autocratic sovereign is ignored even by his own subjects ? 

There is no reason why what is to-day done at Rabat should not take place 
to-morrow at Tangier, and it would be indeed shameful if such practices under the 
very eyes of the representatives of European civilisation did not elicit a unanimous 
outburst of reprobation. 
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Desperate evils require strong remedies. The civilised powers should therefore 
make straight for the mark, and exacé, in the name of outraged humanity, the radical 
abolition of a system which is the disgrace of our times. The more difficult the task, 
the greater will be the merit of accomplishing it. 

In this century, in which energy and perseverance overcome every obstacle, 
would it be possible for the Sultan to resist successfully a collective demand made in 
the name of humanity at large? We think not. 

On our part, we shall continue to fulfil our mission by exposing all facts, no 
matter how painful, connected with the detestable traffic which every person of feeling 
ought to condemn. It will go hard with those who may not have done their duty, 
for history will judge them aright !—“Ze Reveil du Maroc,” 16th Nov., 1887. 


[Note sy Ep., Reporter.—A similar scene occurred in Mogador, during 
the visit of Mr. J. V. CRAwrorp and Mr. C. H. ALLEN to Morocco, two years 
ago; for whilst they were in that town a poor boy was brought out for sale 
every day, and led through the streets of the town ; but owing to the high 
price asked by his master, no buyer could be found. We did not hear of his 
being flogged after the manner of the one at Rabat, though it is very possible 
he may have suffered the same punishment. ] | 








Emin Pasha and Mr, Stanley. 


By a Revurer’s telegram, dated Zanzibar, December 19, the arrival of Mr. STANLEY at 
Wadelai, and consequent junction with Emin PasHa, is reported on the strength of 
native rumours. 

Of course these may be correct, as news in those districts sometimes travels in a 
mysterious manner ; until confirmed we must, however, refrain from putting faith in 
the truth of these reports ; but we quite agree with Governor-General JANSSENS, that 
at present there is not the slightest reason for entertaining any uneasiness as to the 
safety of Mr. STANLEY’s expedition. Direct and reliable news from Mr. STANLEY, or 
Emin PasHA may shortly be expected, via Zanzibar, or by the Congo route— 
probably both. 

TELEGRAMS. 

A messenger has arrived here from Central Africa, without, however, bringing 
«lirect news of Mr. H, M. STANLEY. He states that, according to reports current in 
the country on the eastern side of the Albert Nyanza, Mr. STANLEY, after undergoing 
many privations, reached Wadelai early in September. It was chiefly on the road 
between the Mabodi country and Wadelai that difficulties are stated to have been 
encountered. To-day’s messenger does not come from the shores of the Albert 
Nyanza. He did not even enter M’WanGa’s territory, and the information which he 
brings was furnished to him by Arab runners. The latter manifested increasing 
exasperation against Tippoo Tin, accusing him of betraying his own people. It is 
elieved here (Zanzibar) that direct intelligence would certainly have been received 
from Tippoo Trp, unless the Arabs had intercepted it. The messenger added that one 
-of the runners despatched some time back by the Consuls at Zanzibar to inform EMIN 
PasHa of Mr. STANLEY’s arrival, left Wadelai for Zanzibar early in September, and is 
‘reported to be now detained at Uganda. It is probable that this runner was the 
bearer of news from Emin PasHa and Mr. Straniey, of a date posterior to Mr. 
STANLEY'S arrival at Wadelai. Fresh agitation is reported to prevail in Uganda. 
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BrussELs, Dec. 21. 
The mail from the Congo, which left Banana on November 21st, has been received 
here without news from the Upper Congo, or from Mr. Srantey. Governor-General 
JANSSENS reports on the date mentioned that he has no advices from the camp on the 
Aruwimi, but evinces no uneasiness regarding Mr. STANLEY’s expedition. 


We are glad to note that an interesting volume will shortly appear, containing 
letters from Emin PasHa to Dr. SCHWEINFURTH, Dr. FELKIN, and others, these 
letters being translated from the German by Mrs. FeLkin. They will probably throw 
a flood of light upon the people of the country over which Gorpon’s brave lieutenant 
has for so many years held a beneficent sway. This work is now in the press, and 
will be published by Messrs. GEORGE PHILLIPs & Sons, 








Chinese Girls and Slavery. 
REPORTED SALES BY BrITISH SUBJECTS. 


THE Chinese investigation now going on in the United States District Court, before 
Judge HorrMan has developed (says the Vew York Herald) into a sensation. Three 
points have been clearly established :—1st. That numbers of Chinese women have 
been and are weekly admitted on bogus certificates. 2nd. That a ring of Slave-dealers 
exists in the British territory of Hong Kong, which buys and kidnaps girls and young 
women to be sent to this port, where they are landed by means of the fraudulent 
certificates, taken charge of by secret agents of the ring, and sold into infamy at prices 
ranging from 1,300 to 1,800 dollars each. 3rd. That while the male adult labouring 
Chinese population has decreased some thirty thousand since 1882, under the working 
of the Restriction Act, the number of Chinese women has quadrupled in the same 
period. Mr. BEg, one of the investigating committee, declares his belief that about 
80 per cent. of the women are brought here for unlawful objects. They are bought 
outright for this purpose. It is a mere question of purchase and sale. Ordinarily 
speaking, neither Chinese fathers nor mothers sell their daughters into Slavery such as 
this. Nevertheless, these women are bought, but it is when they are mere infants, 
and then the buyers, ever on the watch for opportunities, choose a time for making 
their proposition when they are almost certain to succeed. Several years ago there 
was a famine in China, when many parents were compelled to sell some at least of 
their children to preserve the remainder, and themselves also, from starvation. A time 
such as this is the Slave-dealer’s opportunity. Brought up as they are, their identity 
is completely lost, and when they arrive at maturity they are, of course, without 
family connections or ties of relationship. The Consul states that many of the girls 
went to San Francisco under promise of securing rich husbands. The price paid for 
thirteen “ chattels,” according to a recent inquiry, ranged from 350dols. to 400 dols. 
each. These women are resold, it is said, for 1,300 dols. to 1,800 dols. each. Very few 
of them ever go back. The Chinese Government, the Consul added, has nothing 
whatever to do with the traffic. The women are all shipped from Hong Kong, which 
is English territory. The authorities there claim, I believe, to be doing all they can 
to put down the business, but they don’t seem to succeed very well. There’s a 
regular syndicate of fellows in Hong Kong, with agents at the other end of the line. 
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Central Hfrica and the Slave-Trade. 


On Monday Evening, December roth, a lecture on “Central Africa and the Slave- 
Trade” was given in St. Mark’s School by the Rev. Martin IRvING, recently returned 
from that district. A collection was made in aid of the Universities’ Mission to Central 
Africa. The attendance was not large. The Rev. J. M. Mappox presided, and briefly 
introduced 

The Lecturer, who said that 28 years ago Dr. LivINGsToneE went into the interior 
of Africa, and was away 16 years without coming in contact with any other European. 
During that time he witnessed all the horrors of the Slave caravan. He then came to 
England and got men to go to Africa to put down the traffic in human beings. 
CHARLES FREDERICK MACKENZIE was consecrated the first bishop, in January, 1861, 
and he and a body of clergymen and artisans went with Dr. LivinGsronE, intending to 


reach the centre of Africa and the Lake Nyassa, which was the source of the Slave- 
trade. Owing to the unhealthiness of the climate, nearly the whole of the party died, 
the bishop amongst them, and only four returned to England. Another bishop was 
consecrated, and he saw it was impossible to work the interior of Africa unless they 
had a centre to work from, and they fixed on Zanzibar. Zanzibar was an island on the 
east coast of Africa, had a population of 100,000, and it was there that the Slaves were 
bought and sold. The Slave-trade was carried on by the Arabs, who were Mohammedans, 
and lived in towns on the coast. Their practice was to take cotton cloth, beads, and 
brass wire into the interior of Africa, and with these agitate one tribe to make war 
against another, and for every boy or girl captured they gave a piece of cotton cloth. 

he Slaves were required to carry ivory to the coast, and to prevent them running 
away, large poles, each end forked, were fastened round their necks. Each man was 
required to carry from 60 lbs. to 70 lbs. on his head ; and a woman, in addition to her 
child, had to carry 20 lbs. or 30 lbs.; and if that were too much, the master did not take the 
load from her, but took her child, which was thrown away to die or be eaten by wild beasts. 
The journeys would last about three months, through a country where there was scarcely 
any food or water. That trade was going on actively now. On reaching the coast, 
the Slaves were packed into dhows and taken to Zanzibar where they were put up for 
sale by auction. A mission was established there, the old Slave market abolished, and 
on its site now stood a beautiful cathedral. Not only had the mission accomplished 
that, but by the aid of the British Government it had also abolished the public sale of 
Slaves on the island. Several cases of cruelty which had come under the lecturer’s 
observation were cited, reference being made to the encounter between a Slave dhow 
and a boat from H.M.S. Zurguoise, in charge of Lieutenant FeGan, when a large 
number of Slaves were rescued; and to the capture of a dhow by H.M.S. Aingfsher, 
when, to prevent the Slave boys being rescued, the Arabs threw them overboard, first 
——T their arms to prevent them swimming ashore. Zanzibar was the London of 
East Africa, and every countryman under the sun was to be seen there. For the 
reception of those little boys, they had a nursery at Mkunazini, where the children 
were received at from six to ten years of age, and were instructed by ladies and 
clergymen. When the boys arrived at thirteen they were drafted into a higher school. 
There they had about eighty boys, and if any showed any ability as teachers they were 
drafted into a theological college at Kuingani, others being apprenticed to some trade. 
They were then sent back to their own country to teach their people. At the latter 
place they had also a alone, press. At Mbweni there was a school for freed Slave 
girls, who had been rescued by the British navy. On arriving at sixteen years of age, 
if they did not marry, they worked upon the mission farm, and were not only able to 
support themselves but to keep their young sisters who had been rescued. Some of 
the girls living at that house married boys from Kuingani, and went to dwell in their 
native villages. They hoped eventually to raise up a native ministry, because the 
climate was very trying to Europeans. No man could live out there longer than three 
years, save in exceptional cases; the general rule was that they thoroughly broke 
down in about four years, and had to come home to recruit themselves.—Accrington 
Times. 
































FORM OF BEQUEST 


TO THE 


ANTI-SLAVERY SOCTHTY. 





‘‘T give to the Treasurer of the ANTI-SLAVERY SocIETy, or to the person 
for the time being acting as such, whose receipayh direct shall be a full 
discharge for the same, the sum of £ sterling 
(free of Legacy Duty) to be applied for the general purposes of the said 
Society, to be fully paid out of such part of my personal estate as is legally 


applicable to such purpose, and in priority to all other payments thereout.” 





CAUTION ! 
“MONTSERRAT” (Trade Mark) 


LIME-FRUIT JUICE & GORDIALS. 


The success of the above has caused many IMITATIONS to spring up, many 
of them UTTERLY WORTHLESS Concoctions. It is therefore of the 
utmost importance to Traders as well as the Public to see that the Trade Mark 
of the MONTSERRAT COMPANY, and the name of the SOLE 
CONSIGNEES—EVANS, SONS & CO., LIVERPOOL, are on the 
Capsule of each Bottle. ALL OTHERS ARE IMITATIONS. The word 
“ Montserrat” being also duly registered as a Trade Mark, Legal proceedings 
will be instituted against all persons using or dealing in Lime Juice,. or 
Preparations thereof, bearing that word. 
From all Chemists, Grocers, Wine Merchants Everywhere. 








“PANNUS CORIUM” 
THE EASIEST BOOTS IN THE WORLD. 


EALI & SOMS, 
Patentees, 
57, Bishopsgate Within, E.C. 


6, WELLINGTON STREET, STRAND, W.C., 
And 5, Stoke Newington Road, N. 








SUITED FOR SUMMER AND WINTER WEAR. 
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GOLD MEDALS EDINBURGH & LIVERPOOL omaigaaaaaaaled 


33 Prize Medals Awarded 
to the Firm. 
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TRADE MARK. 


PU RE CONCENTRATED 


toces 


Prepared by a new and special scientific process, securing extreme 
solubility, and developing the finest flavour of the Cocoa. 
PURE--EHASILY DIGESTHD—HCONOMICAL. 

From SIR CHARLES A. CAMERON, M.D. 
President of the Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland, 


“]T have formed A HIGH OPINION OB ITS DIETETIC VALUE. I have never tasted 
Cocoa that I like so well. It forms a be e pleasant both in flavour and odour. IT IS 
ESPECIALLY ADAPTED TO THOSE WHOSE DIGESTIVE ORGANS ARE WEAK. 


Ask your Grocer for a Sample and Copy of Testimonials. 


J. S. FRY & SONS, Bristol; London, and Sydney, N.S.W. 


SAMUEL HARRIS & Go, 


Booksellers, Publishers, & Bookbinders. 
The Revised Bible in all the Varieties. 


FULL DISCOUNT. 


























BOOKS. NOT IN STOCK PROCURED AT THE 
SHORTEST NOTICE. 


Books in Print sent bp Return Post. 


Residents in the Country desiring to avail themselves of the advantages. 
offered by the Parcels Post, are invited to apply to S.H. & Co. The full 
discount is allowed for cash. 


BOOKBINDING 
IN EVERY STYLE, BY THE BEST WORKMEN, ON MODERATE TERMS. 


0, BISHOPSGATE WITHOUT, LONDON, E.C. 
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